
As Reconciling people, we strive to make the church a welcoming and just place for all God’s people. Many of us 
have engaged in the holy work of making our communities safer for lesbian, bi, and gay individuals but knowledge 
of how to extend the Table to the trans community has been limited. 

“Trans-forming the church” is meant to help you and your faith community begin the conversation about how to 
support trans and gender non-conforming people in your church and in society at large. Led by Rev. Liam Hooper, 
this ten video series builds on personal experience, scripture and theology, and gender theory to empower you to 
deepen your understanding of God’s call on all of us to trans-form the church. 

Totaling just under 30 minutes, these videos pair well with the study questions provided below making for a 
perfect Sunday School hour activity to kick-off your journey to supporting the trans community. We hope you will 
find this an enriching resource, opening your minds and hearts to God’s love in new ways. 

To be in touch with Rev. Liam Hooper with questions, feedback, invitations to partner, or reflections on your 
community’s conversations, send him an email at liam@rmnetwork.org

Small group questions
1) An Introduction to Rev. Liam Hooper
a) Rev. Hooper shares that it took him “a lifetime” of unlearning harmful messages about who he is. In what ways 
can your community begin the process of unlearning harmful messages about gender and being trans?
b) How might your community take advantage of Rev. Hooper’s experience and insights as you seek to build the 
church as God intended it to be?

2) What is “Trans” anyway?
a)  After seeing the video, how would you describe what “transgender” means?
b)  Liam proposes that being a human being is about being endowed with identity, with a distinct sense of self, 
rather than simply fitting into narrow ideas of being a “man” or “woman.” Are there ways that thinking about 
ourselves in terms of our self-understanding rather than just through “norms” can be liberating for all of us? For 
you?

3) Adam, Eve, and the rest of us:
a) Before Eve, Adam, or in Hebrew “earth creature,” was created without gender. Both Adam and Eve are gendered 
only after two are created from the one earth creature. Liam suggests this act of distinction is less about gender, 
and more about creating difference for the purposes of being in relationship with one another. How does this 
interpretation affect our understanding of God’s wishes for us as gendered beings in relationships?



4) Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings
a) In the video, Liam uses images of diversity in everything from grasses, to birds and fish to help us recognize the 
reality of gender and sex diversity. He then gives us statistics for the occurrence of intersex births and transgender 
self-understanding. How might these realities help us rethink our own understanding of gender? Of creation? Of our-
selves? Of God?

5) What’s in a name?
a) Have you ever been called the wrong name in a way that affected you? How did it make you feel?
b) When trans people change their names to reflect “who they’ve always been,” what might be the problem with 
referencing them by their prior name? 

6) Why Do Pronouns Matter?
a) Were you able to reflect on Liam’s invitation to imagine a day of not being seen or heard? If so, what was that like 
for you?
b) This video offers us a window into the vulnerability transgender people experience as they interact with the world. 
How do you relate to this? How might this affect your interactions with others going forward?

7) What You Don’t Need to Know:
a) In this video, Liam offers us a relational boundary in our efforts to be respectful of trans people and their stories. 
What, if anything, impacted you about setting this boundary? How might this shape your relationships with other 
people in general? With transgender folks, in particular?
b) Liam suggests there is a difference between our desired intent in our interactions with others and the impact our 
words and actions have. What do we do when we realize our good intentions resulted in harmful impact? What does 
our faith require of us upon this realization?

8) It’s My Story...
a) After watching the video, hat steps can we take to be sure we don’t unintentionally tell a trans person’s story? What 
“dangers” might arise from a trans person being “outed” by someone else?
b) Have you ever thought about how you would tell your gender story? Why is knowing your gender story important?

9) It’s Not Just About Bathrooms:
a) In the video, Liam reveals that transgender persons have been “exoticized and ignored, celebrated and criminalized, 
exploited and shunned, put on parade and equally erased.” Can you think of examples that illuminate what Liam is 
referring to in the ways transgender people are treated?
b) What steps can we take -- what measures can you put in place in your church -- to create spaces that are safe for 
transgender people?

10) Myths of Sex, Gender, Sexuality:
a)  In the video, Liam states that “words aren’t destiny; they do not create the things they name.” What do you think 
this means? Can you think of ways we have used words as if they determine how humans beings are allowed to be in 
the world?
b)  Liam refers to the words, “sex, gender, and sexuality” as myths; What do you think that means? How might this 
revelation help us expand our own self-understanding and our understanding of others?

This video series is just the beginning! We hope you will continue the conversation and take action 
in your church and community to support trans people and their flourishing. We hope your closing 
discussion question will be, “what’s next?” If you need ideas, get in touch with Rev. Hooper 
at liam@rmnetwork.org


